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prestige of Prussian doctrines after the war of jHTf)
as expounded by Carlyle and other English writers.
On the one hand the mass of men began to believo
that the well-being of a community reposes on no-
thing but material wealth for the rich and eupeptic
efficiency for the poor, and on the other hand that
the individual must exist only for the State because
the State represented Power, and Might is
Christian morality declined and nothing was put up
in its place but the "pedantic barbarism " of the
Teuton. These ideas badly infected England*
Their prevalence was only too obvious at the time
of the Boer War, and became even more market!
when ministers like Mr Lloyd George found It
necessary to go to Berlin to obtain inspiration for
measures which (even if practicable for any minister
with a genius for blundering) were wholly alien from
the spirit of the English, the Scotch, and the Irish.
Even as I write, Mr Lloyd George declares to the
world that we must love and respect tc conirtirrciVJ M
as opposed,to "military Germany" without (as it
seems) comprehending that the one* aim of com-
mercial Germany was to loot Europe by exploiting
the patriotism of military Germany*

The war, breaking out in August 1014, suddenly
changed the scene. Russia, the long^sUt Wished
bogey of our Radicals and Socialists (though In that
country individual liberty exists to a             un-

known in modern England), had to be t rental
civility;   Germany had to   be denounced.   But
above all we had to be told by Mr Lloyd
that we were fighting for Liberty without nf nil
clearly understanding what Liberty